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by no means clearly conscious, approximation to modern empiricism and 
positivism. The Pyrrhonists brought to light the conception of phenomena, 
and the connection between phenomena as the objects of a possible knowl- 
edge ; but by making complete passivity rule within this realm, and deny- 
ing the validity of all active logical operations, they failed of attaining any 
positive results of method. The academic sceptics, by their doctrine of 
probability, took an important step toward remedying this defect ; but, at 
the same time, they lost the clearly-defined attitude of the Pyrrhonists as 
regards the objects of possible knowledge, and left it uncertain to which 
realm their degrees of probability are to apply. The critical part of the 
book attempts a serious and detailed examination of the arguments of the 
sceptics. In so far as these are concerned with sense perception, their dif- 
ficulties are found to hold only of an extreme realistic conception of the 
world, not of a modern scientific realism or of idealism. The author's own 
epistemological conclusions are withheld till a later volume, but their gen- 
eral spirit is evident. While nothing very novel is in evidence, the treat- 
ment of logical matters is interesting, and promises to furnish a contribu- 
tion of value to logical doctrine. 

A. K. Rogers. 
Butler College. 

Historische Untersuchtmgen iiber Kants Prolegomena. Von Benno Erd- 
mann. Halle, a. S., Max Niemeyer, 1904. — pp. v, 144. 

Professor Erdmann gathers together in this volume, and subjects to an 
exhaustive examination, the external evidence that goes to bear out his 
theory of a two-fold redaction of the Prolegomena. The thesis involves, in 
the first place, the distinction between the proposed popular exposition, 
which never was begun, and the first draft of the Prolegomena as a short 
epitome intended for the philosophical expert ; and, in the second place, 
the subsequent modification of this plan in the interests of a further aim, 
due to misunderstandings and criticisms to which the Critique had given 
rise. The interpretation of the various references on the part of Kant and his 
friends is a most careful piece of critical work, and would seem in all essen- 
tial features to be justified. On the further question whether it is possible 
to carry out the separation in the detailed way that Professor Erdmann at- 
tempts, it is not altogether easy to come to a conclusion. A supplementary 
chapter gives a revised summary of his critical analysis as applied to the 
first five paragraphs. 

A. K. Rogers. 

Butler College. 

Les theories socialistes au XIX" siecle de Babeuf a Proud kon. Par E. 
Fourniere. Paris, Bibliotheque de philosophic contemporaine (Felix 
Alcan, editeur), 1904. — pp. xxxi, 415. 

This volume is the first half of an attempt to deal with the pregnant no- 
tions of nineteenth century socialism. The method of exposition adopted 
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is topical. The author has not attempted to rewrite the history or to give 
a detailed exposition of modern socialistic systems. He has sought, rather, 
"to seize on the crucial ideas, to follow them in their development, and to 
show the influence which they have had on contemporary socialistic thought. ' ' 

The point of view of the work is above reproach. While the author is 
socialistically inclined, his bias is never obtrusive ; his work is that of the 
student thoroughly imbued with the spirit of modern research. Laying 
aside the picturesque and bizarre details, he sees in the work of the early 
socialist innovators a kernel of sober thought, — the natural outcome of the 
philosophical and social conditions of the age. Especially, he emphasizes 
the idea of continuity in the development of socialistic thought. Whereas 
it has been quite customary to assume an unbridgeable gulf between the 
Utopian and the so-called Scientific socialism, M. Fourniere shows that the 
most characteristic notions of Marx and his followers were held in some 
degree by the Utopian writers. For example, the idea of a class struggle, 
the materialistic conception of history, the notion of surplus value, the 
political and international ideas of modern socialism, all are to be found in 
the writings of one or another of the early nineteenth century socialists. 
In brief, the author concludes that "la pensee socialiste d'aujourd'hui 
s'exprime par un autre vocabulaire, mais elle est riche de leur pensees et 
grosse de leur ceuvres . . . Mais nous eussions continue d'etre injustes en 
oubliant plus longtempes que tous nos gestes actuel sont le prolongement 
de leur action. Leur rendre justice, ce n'est pas seulement nous confor- 
mer a l'equite historique ; c'est encore nous enrichir d'une tradition et nous 
glorifier d'illustres origines " (p. 415). 

The list of writers whose works are laid under contribution by the author 
is a surprisingly large one to the casual student of socialism. It includes 
among others, Rousseau, Babeuf, Buonarrotte, Colins, Vidal .Considerant, 
Barrault, Cabet, Comte, Saint Simon, Bazard, Enfantin, Buchez, Orlinde 
Rodrigues, Michel Chevalier, Pecqueur, Pierre Leroux, Blanqui, Fourier, 
Blanc, Proudhon, Godwin, Thomas Hodgskin, Owen, and Flora Tristan, 
all of whom seem to be considered by M. Fourniere as socialistic innova- 
tors, though it is very doubtful if all of them would have answered will- 
ingly to this title. The special student of socialism, however, cannot but 
feel that, while M. Fourniere' s work shows that he has read widely and 
thoroughly, he has perhaps laid too much emphasis on the French social- 
ists and has omitted to notice the contributions of important writers in other 
languages. 

The volume is well worth the careful attention of earnest students of social- 
ism. It is hardly a book, however, for the general reader. To appre- 
ciate the work thoroughly, the reader must bring to it considerable famili- 
arity with socialistic ideas and writers, a fair acquaintance with history 
since the industrial revolution, especially on its industrial and social sides, 
and considerable knowledge of recent philosophical thought. 

R. F. Hoxie. 

Cornell University. 



